
See powerful 
ideas come to life 

THINKING, BRILLIANTLY APPLIED
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Develop your products, 
technologies and services 

Research centres solve business challenges
Research finance and funding network
Working with our students
Studentships and Knowledge Transfer Partnerships
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to add momentum to your 
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Engage with a University that 
understands industry through 
global partnerships
Cranfield is a different kind of university. Dedicated 
purely to postgraduate study and research, our 
thinking is always conceived with a practical 
application in mind. No theory is complete until it can 
be applied. Impact is everything.

We specialise in tackling global challenges in:
Aerospace    Management
Defence and Security  Manufacturing
Energy and Power   Transport Systems
Environment and Agrifood  Water

Business successes depend on the best performing 
products and the best performing people.

Our researchers apply the latest, most relevant techniques and technologies 
based on internationally excellent, large-scale multidisciplinary research.

This expertise enhances our input into R&D and, when integrated with thought
leadership from our world-leading business school, we help unlock the potential 
of your people, your products and your organisation.
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Engage directly with one of our  
world-renowned research centres to  
help solve a business challenge
Accelerate your progress
By commissioning your next project with us directly, you’ll have complete control of timeframes and 
deliverables. If it’s an urgent project, we can agree an immediate start. We’ll ensure that you have a 
senior academic prime investigator with trained technical staff and cutting-edge facilities to ensure all 
your objectives are met. We can tailor our costs to reflect your project duration, staff time and the use of 
equipment and consumables.

World-class testing and evaluation
Our unrivalled range of facilities for testing, measurement and evaluation services is available for you and 
your team. Our close partnership with large governmental and allied organisations allows access to  
world-class facilities relevant to our specialist themes including aerospace, defence and security, energy 
and power, environment and agrifood, management, manufacturing, transport systems and water.

Commercially-driven consultancy
Our academics offer a broad range of exceptional skills and knowledge. You can engage with them on a 
variety of commercial purposes:

• Detailed technical advice on your research objectives
• Governance and regulation 
• Insights into technology futures including long-term change projects
• Innovation and development of intellectual property
• Design, prototyping and simulation
• Pilot demonstration, manufacturing scale-up, use of laboratory facilities
• Full-scale verification and routes to commercial exploitation. 

Our ongoing work with businesses means that our experts are client-focused and have significant 
commercial understanding of technical, engineering and management challenges. We respect your time 
and budgets with prices based on our specialists’ rates and individual project requirements. 
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Develop your products, 
technologies and services
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Engaging with Coca Cola
Specialists from our Sustainable Manufacturing Systems Centre have been working in partnership 
with Coca-Cola Enterprises (CCE), mapping out the future of the food and drink sector. Our 
collaboration identified transformative opportunities such as smaller scale production, product 
personalisation and the use of data and smart labelling to improve sustainability and reduce waste.
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Collaborate with us and access 
new sources of research finance 
through our funding networks
We have vast experience of working alongside 
businesses to develop collaborative R&D partnerships. 
By working together on research, you can draw on the 
following additional sources of funding:

• Research Councils support joint research projects between universities and 
industry. This is co-ordinated through the new United Kingdom Research and 
Innovation (UKRI) body. As a research partner, you will generally contribute 
either monetary or ‘in-kind’ services to the full economic cost of the research.
www.rcuk.ac.uk

• Innovate UK runs various competitions through their Innovation Platforms 
aimed at encouraging the development of products and processes that will 
reach near-market solutions.
www.innovateuk.org

• Multi-partner joint projects contribute expertise to large research projects with 
multiple collaborators. These include government initiatives such as catalyst 
funds or industry-led consortia.

• European funding supports a wide variety of collaborative research and 
development programmes. We provide expert advice on working within the 
European Union Framework Programme and making best use of relevant 
Regional Development funds.
ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html

• Research Clubs at Cranfield provide a forum for industry to seize new 
opportunities by encouraging networking and debate among industry 
professionals and business leaders. Regular meetings and workshops cover 
issues of current importance to club members. Our research agenda is directly 
influenced by the views and needs expressed in these meetings.
www.cranfield.ac.uk/som/research-clubs



Engaging with Jaguar Land Rover
As part of a consortium including Innovate UK, we helped develop hybrid and battery electric research 
vehicles based on Jaguar Land Rover’s acclaimed Range Rover in a bid to reduce CO2 emissions 
and improve vehicle performance. Together with Jaguar Land Rover and Delta Motorsport, we 
developed brake and torque vectoring control systems to optimise energy recuperation and handling 
performance. These technologies were showcased by the creation of three research demonstration 
vehicles – a mild hybrid electric, a plug-in hybrid electric and a battery electric vehicle.
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Work with our students
If you’re looking for an injection of fresh, original thinking, 
why not allocate a project or internship to a Cranfield 
student and see them rise to your challenge?

By fully funding student research you can investigate a specific question or tailor a 
postgraduate research project to your business needs. This can also be an opportunity 
to develop students as future employees, ready to help fill a skills gap in your business. 
These opportunities include:

MSc projects
The MSc (Master of Science) is typically a one-year taught postgraduate degree, 
involving taught modules, group research projects and an individual research thesis 
project. You can sponsor a project that can be can tailored to meet your business needs, 
providing it has a demonstrable research component. Group projects are one of our 
strengths and involve groups of students researching a larger project assigned between 
October and May. The individual research project is a full-time, four-month thesis project, 
often with the graduate based at the company location. Timing varies, but students tend 
to begin work in May and deliver in the first week of September.

Costs and project scope are discussed on a project-by-project basis. Both group and 
thesis projects have exhibition days where you can view the quality of previous projects. 
Many of our existing clients began their relationship with us through funded MSc 
projects. They remain a unique feature of our postgraduate offer, benefiting both our 
commercial clients and preparing learners for the workplace.

MSc by Research projects
We also offer research MSc programmes, consisting of a single or multiple projects 
set over one year. Costs and scope are discussed according to the project. The MSc 
by Research student will typically be available for eight or nine months of dedicated 
research study once the literature review that informs their research is complete.

PhD projects
You can approach Cranfield with a challenge or issue that needs solving and that has 
a substantive, innovative component significant to the field of study. A high-quality 
graduate is tasked with investigating the problem, in order to earn their PhD. Projects 
typically last three years. Costs and project scope are agreed individually and include 
academic supervision and appropriate use of Cranfield facilities. A number of part-funded 
industrial studentships are available each year (see page 12).
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Engaging with MERCEDES AMG 
PETRONAS
Jessica Harris benefited from a sponsored position within the MERCEDES AMG PETRONAS Formula 
One Team, and is one of many Cranfield students to enter the motorsport sector. 
 

“I wouldn’t be here, living my dream in Formula One without 
Cranfield University and the support the staff gave me."

Jessica Harris, 
Test and Development Engineer, MERCEDES AMG PETRONAS Formula One Team, 
Advanced Motorsport Engineering MSc, 2014
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Tap into talent with co-funded 
studentships and Knowledge 
Transfer Partnerships

Share the cost of high quality research
You can engage in high-quality research programmes on a partly-funded basis. This 
allows you to access public and other funds to support new, innovative projects.

Discover Knowledge Transfer Partnerships (KTP)
A KTP is a partnership between your organisation and a UK university that’s designed to 
build the capabilities needed to develop your products or services. KTPs vary in length 
between one and three years and require a connection to the longer-term strategic 
intent of your business. Typically, this could be to access new markets, increase 
sales income, reduce costs and increase profitability. The university benefits through 
research, publications and productive relationships with industry. Knowledge developed 
is transferred into the commercial organisation by the ‘Associate’, employed by the 
university, but working at the organisation’s base. This creates ideal conditions for 
innovation. The scheme has been widely used by UK industry and Cranfield is a repeat 
winner of the national KTP awards.

Cooperative Awards in Science and Technology (CASE)
You could also access finance through CASE funding awards which are provided via 
research councils for selected PhD postgraduate studentships. Businesses provide part 
funding (a third or more typically, e.g. £25,000 over the three and a half year course of 
the project) and take the lead in arranging projects with an academic partner such as 
Cranfield University. These have formed an important part of our industrial research 
support for many years.

Centres for Doctoral Training
The Research Councils also fund PhD training in targeted areas of strategic national 
need. At Cranfield, we have access to funded studentships in water engineering, marine 
renewable structures, soils, risk and big data. In each case, your business may only need 
to make a modest contribution to the project.

Cranfield Industrial Partnership PhDs
Cranfield itself part-funds the PhD studentship for three years, and this is matched 
by funding from a partner in industry or a non-governmental organisation (NGO). We 
welcome partnerships with new collaborators including SMEs. These studentships 
enable you to engage a PhD to explore a research topic that’s directly relevant to your 
business and can be ideal when you have limited internal resources. The relationship 
can be especially productive when the work dovetails with our own strategic research 
programmes.
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Engaging with Produce World
Knowledge Transfer Partnerships enable you to pursue longer-term, strategic goals through a 
collaboration with our specialists. Recently our agrifood experts worked with Produce World, one of 
the UK’s largest vegetable growers and suppliers. We jointly produced a soil information management 
system (Soil for Life®) that generated significant improvements in the yield of vegetables and 
enhanced sustainability. The success of the partnership was recognised when the KTP won the 
Research Base Impact Award at the Innovate UK Awards 2015.
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We work with you to ensure your people have the skills required 
to meet the current and future needs of your business. Every year 
we develop more current and future leaders and can help you 
strengthen your executive and management base at all levels.

Our graduate programmes are informed by our exceptional research capabilities while industrial 
advisory boards keep our thinking applied and relevant to the future skills pipeline. We can help 
develop employees and organisations through:

• Customised Executive Development
• Open Executive programmes
• Professional and Technical Development

Create customised strategic staff 
development programmes
Cranfield School of Management is consistently ranked as one of 
the top 10 business schools worldwide for customised executive 
development.

We will partner with you to create tailored learning programmes that develop capability and 
raise performance. Our learning specialists and thought leaders in management, leadership and 
technology will deliver enhanced skills for your senior executives and their teams.

Our starting point is to understand the impact you are looking for in your organisation and sector. 
Each learning programme will then contribute to your strategy, enabling your people to address 
evolving work practices. We will provide an Executive Development Director to work closely with 
you to discover, design and deliver learning that makes a real impact on your organisation.

Develop your people,
create future leaders
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Engaging with Shell
In 2006, Royal Dutch Shell created its Project Academy to attract, develop and retain the industry’s 
most talented project managers. Cranfield was selected as one of Shell’s university partners because 
of our high quality project management expertise. To date, over 100 cohorts have completed the 
programme in locations as diverse as China, Russia, Nigeria, USA, Qatar and India.



Select from our Open Executive       
programmes
The home of the world-renowned Cranfield MBA, Cranfield School of 
Management’s Open Executive programmes are designed to provide an 
irreplaceable experience, delivered with exceptional value.

• Hone high-level business leadership capabilities and specialist professional management techniques.
Work undisturbed with our thought leaders and discover practical solutions to meet the challenges of 
creating successful and sustainable business.

• Equip ambitious executives with the energy, inspiration and confidence to boost personal and 
organisational effectiveness.

• Enjoy innovative, stimulating and challenging programmes to drive your business and fulfil true 
potential.

Engaging with Hotel Chocolat
“I did a short part-time course called the Business Growth 
Programme… everybody on the course was an entrepreneur, 
and the conversations you would have and the quality of 
the learning was transformational. When I came back after 
doing it, I was more confident in my abilities. I now had 
instinct plus fact. It just made me more confident to push 
through with my decisions.”
 
Angus Thirlwell, CEO and Co-founder of Hotel Chocolat
Business Growth Programme, 2000
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Professional and Technical Development
We’ll help you build cutting-edge training assets and qualifications for 
your workforce.

As a wholly postgraduate University, Cranfield offers a focused learning environment for future or existing 
employees, studying full-time or part-time on doctoral programmes, master's programmes or a short course.

Postgraduate degree programmes
With a top five ranking for student employment on graduation, Cranfield makes an ideal destination for 
advancing careers. Courses are available full- and part-time and are designed in collaboration with experts 
in the relevant sector to meet the training needs of industry and the public sector.
www.cranfield.ac.uk/prospectus

Professional and technical development courses
We offer a portfolio of short courses that provide you with the opportunity to develop skills and enhance 
work practices. We run hundreds of courses annually, attended by tens of thousands of individuals from 
thousands of international businesses.

Classroom-based short courses are delivered at Cranfield or Shrivenham or via flexible, networked or 
blended formats. Courses cover all of Cranfield’s eight areas of specialism. (See page.5)

We also develop short courses tailored to business needs, ranging from half-day sessions to residential 
programmes that can last several weeks delivered anywhere around the world. Our programmes offer 
an invaluable way of keeping up-to-date with the latest technological developments and management 
strategies.

www.cranfield.ac.uk/cpd

Engaging with Adnams
“Someone once said to me, early in my 
DBA, that you will do your best work 
when you have graduated. That has 
certainly been the case and it helped to 
equip me to lead my business through 
very difficult economic times.”

Andy Wood OBE, CEO Adnams
DBA, 2008
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How to engage  
and who to contact

Find out why we are the University of 
choice for businesses worldwide 
Speak to our dedicated teams who will work with you to make the 
right connections, construct a joint research bid, form new strategic 
alliances, develop your people and transform ideas and innovations 
for real-life application.



Business engagement
• Initial advice and guidance
• Facilitated engagement between business and Cranfield University
• Business partnership management
• Product, technology and service R&D
• Commercial and collaborative research and advisory services
• Strategic staff development, learning and education
• Channels for skilled, qualified and business-ready postgraduates as employees.

E:    business@cranfield.ac.uk
T:    +44 (0)1234 754042

Research and Innovation office
• Support for collaborative and multi-partner research funding bids
• Support for industrial research and research partnerships
• Knowledge exchange funding and Knowledge Transfer Partnerships
• Addressing research, innovation, IP and licensing needs
• Business incubation and spin-outs
• Academic research and research quality.

E:    innovation@cranfield.ac.uk
T:    +44 (0)1234 758029

Centre for Customised Executive 
Development
• World-class expertise in learning diagnostics, design, direction and delivery
• Thought leadership in management and leadership
• Expert facilitators and coaches
• Networked learning, assessment for development and business simulations
• Expert and experienced project management team.

E:    customised@cranfield.ac.uk 
T:    +44 (0)1234 754509

Professional and Technical 
Development
• Over 300 short-courses across Cranfield's specialisms (see page 5)
• Residential courses and combination packages for executive education
• Classroom based, on-line, flexible or blended learning packages
• If you want a specific course, ask us to design and deliver it for you.

E:    professionaldevelopment@cranfield.ac.uk
T:    +44 (0)1234 754189

Open Executive programmes
Browse our wide range of management programmes at 
www.cranfield.ac.uk/som/executive

E:    som.action@cranfield.ac.uk 
T:    +44 (0)1234 754570



Cranfield University
MK43 0AL, UK
T: +44 (0)1234 750111
www.cranfield.ac.uk

@cranfielduni
@cranfielduni
/cranfielduni
/cranfielduni

“Cranfield University staff are great 
people to work with as partners for 
industrial R&D projects. They’re 
business aware; they’re flexible in 
their approach and most important 
of all they deliver – on time and  
in full.”

Mark Berry
Senior Research & Development Manager, Unilever


